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CONFIDENTIAL SANTIAGO 1800 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, Cl 

SUBJ: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: AGENDA ITEM 5, CHILE 
REF: (A) GENEVA 1575 (B) STATE 49702 

1 . SUMMARY: WE CONSIDER THE DRAFT UNHRC RESOLUTION 
ON CHILE DEFICIENT IN ITS LACK OF BALANCE AND URGE THAT 
U.S. DEL NO CO-SPONSOR IT. END SUMMARY. 

2. WE REGRET THAT WE DID NOT HAVE AN EARLIER OPPORTUNITY 
TO COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED DRAFT RESOLUTION ON CHILE. 

IF MATTER HAVE NOT GONE TOO FAR FOR RECONSIDERATION, 

WE HOPE DELEGATION AND DEPARTMENT WILL TAKE INTO AKCOUNT 
FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS WITH RESPECT TO TEXT IN GENEVA 1575. 

3. IN ITS GENERAL ASSERTIONS AND SPECIFIC PHRASEOLOGY, 

THIS DRAFT RESOLUTION APPEARS TO BE AT LEAST AS FAR- 
REACHING AS ANY PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED ON CHILE IN THE UN. 

IT IS DEVOID OF ANY SENSE OF BALANCE. WE SEE NO RECOGNITION IN 
IT OF THE APPRECIABLE PROGRESS WE HAVE REPORTED DURING THE PAST 
YEAR, PARTICULARLY AS REGARDS THE RELEASE OF 2700 POLITICAL 
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PRISONERS; THE ABSENCE, THIS YEAR, OF REPORTS OF NEW CASES OF 
TORTURE, OR ARBITRARY DETENTION; AND THE VIRTUAL CESSATION, SO 
FAR THIS YEAR, OF MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCES. (IN THIS CONNECTION, 

WE SUGGEST THAT OUR DELEGATION NOT MENTION THE INCREASING ASSERTI- 
VENESS OF THE CHILEAN JUDICIARY - PARA 3, STATE 49702. IT MIGHT 
SNUFF OUT A PROMISING DEVELOPMENT). 
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4. LAST AUTUMN, WHEN THESE TRENDS WERE LESS CLEARLY 
APPARENT, THE USG ABSTAINED IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

ON A RESOLUTION SUBSTANTIALLY SIMILAR TO, ALTHOUGH SOMEWHAT 
MILDER THAN, THE ONE CURRENTLY UNDER CONSIDERATION. AS WE RE- 
CALL IT, THE U.S. DELEGATE CITED THE LACK OF BALANCE IN THE 
RESOLUTION, THE INFERENCE OF POLITICIZATION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
ISSUE, AND THE UNDESIRABLE POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES OF PROCEEDING 
DOWN THE PATHS OPENED UP BY PARA 4 OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RE- 
SOLUTION. THE PARAGRAPH, AND PARAS 5 AND 6 OF THE CURRENTLY 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION, CONSTITUTE AN OPEN-ENDED INVITATION TO MEMBER 
STATES AND INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES TO TAKE STEPS THEY CONSIDER 
APPROPRIATE TO REDRESS THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN CHILE. 

HAS THE DEPARTMENT CONSIDERED WHERE THIS PROPOSAL, GENERALLY 
APPLIED, MIGHT LEAD? 

5. AS THE DEPARTMENT KNOWS, THIS EMBASY HAS NOT BEEN 
LOATH TO CRITICIZE CHILEAN HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES OR TO 
SUGGEST STEPS WHICH MIGHT BE TAKEN TO LET THE CHILEANS KNOW HOW 
WE FEEL. BUT WE ARE BOUND TO SAY THAT THE EFFECT OF AGAIN 
SINGLING OUT CHILE FOR POSSIBLE SANCTIONS- WHEN SCORES OF OTHER 
COUNTRIES ARE WORSE, AND UNREGENERATE, OFFENDERS - WILL BE 
STRENGTHEN THE VIEW WIDELY HELD HERE THAT, NO MATTER WHAT THE 
CHILEANS DO TO MODERATE THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES, THE UN'S 
RESISTANCE WILL BE IMPLACABLE, IF THE OBJECTIVE IS IMPROVEMENT OF 
THE SITUATION, THIS IS NOT THE BEST WAY TO GET IT. 

6. THE RATIONALE GIVEN BY THE US DEL FOR U.S. COSPONSORSHIP 

IS THAT IT WOULD BE IMPORTANT IN MAINTAINING A MODERATE TEXT. 

IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW THIS TEXT CAN BE CONSIDERED MODERATE, 
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OR HOW MUCH MORE THE CUBANS COULD REASONABLY EXPECT TO BE ABLE 
TO INCLUDE IN IT AT THIS TIME. WE CAN UNDERSTAND THAT, WITH OUR 
CURRENT EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS, IT WOULD LOGICAL TO 
TOUGHEN OU POSITION ON CHILE IN THE THE U.N. THIS COULD LEAD 
US TO SUPPORT RATHER THAN ABSTAIN ON THE RESOLUTION NOW UNDER 
CONSIDERATION. 

7 HOWEVER, OUR CO-SPONSORSHIP OF THE RESOLUTION WILL BE PARTI- 
CULARLY NOTED BY THE GOC. IT WILL BE RESENTED. IT WILL 
STRENGTHEN THE TENDENCY WHICH ALREADY EXISTS HERE TO DEMONSTRATE 
CHILE'S SOLIDARITY WITH ARGENTINA, BRAZIL AND URUGUAY IN DEFYING 
THE U.S. ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES. WE HAD THOUGHT THAT WE HAD 
PASSED THE STAGE OF ACTION AND ENRAGED REACTION WHEN WE COMPLETED 
THE PROCESS OF CUTTING OFF BILATERAL U.S. AID TO CHILE. BUT CO- 
SPONSORSHIP OF THIS RESOLUTION COULD HELP TO REVIVE IT. IF IT IS 
NOT TOO LATE, WE URGENTLY REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT TO INSTRUCT THE 
DELEGATION NOT TO COSPONSOR THE RESOLUTION. 

POPPER 
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